Seating Plans

U style
· Great for getting around the class and amongst your pupils. 

· Good visibility for pupils. 

· A standard pattern so pupils won’t worry about finding seats. 

· Traditional and business like. 

Drawbacks

· Rowdy classes will communicate with each other across the room. 

· Not very conducive to group work. 

· Those sat at the front ends are facing the board at an angle. 

Herring Bone
· Works well with a large classroom, as long as it’s not too narrow. 

· Good visibility for all pupils. 

· Teacher can walk up and down the spine. 

· All pupils are facing the front, which is good for ‘chalk and talk’ teaching styles. 

· Those at the edges are less isolated than if straight rows are used. 

· Easy to join desks together for group work sessions. 

Drawbacks

· Back row brigade! Need we say more? 

· Harder for the teacher to move along the rows. 

· Favoured by the ‘strict and scary’ teachers? 

V style
· Great for visibility. 

· Great for teacher / pupil contact. 

· Less formal than the U-shape. 

Drawbacks

· Takes up loads of space – best with a small group. 

· Not ideal for group work. 

Café-style
· Great for group work. 

· Informal – encourages pupils to participate in discussion. 

· Easy for the teacher to circulate. 

Drawbacks

· Some pupils will have poor visibility and may even have their backs to you. 

· Lack of attention and chatting can be a problem – harder to control behaviour. 

· Encourages pupils to sit in friendship groups, which doesn’t always help create the ability or social mix that you need. 

Circle
· Encourages everyone to get involved. 

· Great for debates and discussions. 

· Lots of teacher and pupil contact. 

· Friendship groups less obvious. 

· No barrier between teacher and students – teacher can use their body kinaesthetically. 

Drawbacks

· Not easy to set up with rectangular tables! 

· There may be a scramble for seats and momentary disorder as pupils face an unexpected seating pattern. 

· You’ll probably have to move the furniture before and after the activity. 

Lecture style
· Good visibility and acoustics for all. 

· Space-effective. 

· Good for traditional teaching styles. 

Drawbacks

· Difficult to have personal contact with all pupils and if you bend over to help someone, your bottom is presented to the row behind you! 

· Restricted views for the back row. 

http://www.teachingexpertise.com/articles/classroom-seating-patterns-223
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